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AIM

● Our Philosophy & Upper School Curriculum 

● Assessment & Reporting Framework

● Maths & English 

● PSPQ - Extended Project

● Senior School Scholarships

To gain an understanding of:



THE FUTURES WORKPLACE

The nature of employment is fundamentally 
changing, the likelihood being that young 
people may have several careers in their 
lives. 
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PREPARING FOR THE 
FUTURE

We need to ensure our curriculum is fit for 
the future, that it is broad and enriching, 
and that our young people are prepared 
appropriately.



KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS

This means we have a responsibility to 
ensure our young people have the 
knowledge, skills and aptitude to thrive in 
this future – to be the adaptable, resilient, 
optimistic and confident individuals.



● Learnability

● Empathy

● Resilience

● Agility

● Collaboration

● Verbal 
communication

● Written 
communication

12 Most Important Skills You Need To Succeed at Work

● Creativity
● Problem-solving

● Leadership

● Negotiation

● Technology



Our Philosophy
Knowledge & Skills



A curriculum that values the 
whole child, develops 

knowledge and skills that 
are agile, relevant and 
transferable within a 
collaborative culture.



Provide a canon of 
core knowledge 
delivered with 

rigour.

Foster
application in 
the individual

Develop skills and a 
flexible and adaptive 

intelligence
Essential in the futures 

workplace.

Promote
excellent

communication & 
leadership skills

Inspire a 
love for 
learning

Inspire
independent 

thinking

Inspire
creative 
thinking

Breed 
intellectual 

curiosity

Develop knowledge, 
skills & breadth in all 
subjects/areas all of 

which are equally 
valued.

Curriculum outcomes and learner characteristics 
Pre-prep to Year 8

Inspire
collaborative 

thinking

Our Vision is that the Curriculum will…

Assessed 
rigorously with 

reflection & 
feedback.

Assessment of 
knowledge & 

skills.



UPPER SCHOOL CURRICULUM
Knowledge + skills + applied learning

CORE 
SUBJECT 

KNOWLEDGE

CORE 
SUBJECT 

SKILLS

 CORE 
LEARNING 

SKILLS

HUMANITIES 
& 

LANGUAGES

CREATIVE & 
PERFORMING

ARTS

TECHNOLOGYSPORT
ENGLISH, 
MATHS & 
SCIENCE

ASSESSMENT
Combination of end of unit 

assessments, continuous 
assessment and 

self-assessment via a Tutorial 
System.



AI will continue to advance 
and transform the way we 

live and the way pupils 
learn.

TECHNOLOGY
Role of AI now and in the future



  Extraordinary rate of growth means it will impact…

•The way schools teach 

•The way pupils learn 

•The skills needed for jobs in the near future

"We'll experience more technological progress in the coming 
decade than we did in the preceding 100 years put together”

                      McKinsey & Company



Adaptive Learning 
Platforms Individually tailored learning 

programmes enabling pupils 
to learn at their own pace in 

school and at home, real time 
feedback, guidance and 

targets.

Data Analysis & 
Intervention

Analyse huge volumes of data 
to identify trends, insights, 

challenge and intervention for 
pupils.

AI Powered Tools  - Personalised Learning



Large Language Models (2021)

AI-powered language model capable of generating human-like text based on 
context and past conversations/information/data (2021)



Augmented Reality - Immersive learning

Technology that overlays digital information, such as images, videos, 
or 3D models, onto the real-world environment, enhancing the user's 

perception of reality.



Augmented Reality - Immersive learning



Virtual Reality - Immersive learning

Technology that immerses users in a computer-generated, simulated 
environment allowing for interactive experiences.



Virtual Reality - Immersive learning



Education needs to embrace and take seriously AI. 
Schools, teachers & pupils need to be AI Literate



How will we become AI literate?

● Gain a basic understanding of how AI works

● Explore and understand the benefits of AI in education

● Discuss and understand the risks & ethical considerations

● Arrive at a stance that enables us to  interact safely & effectively

● Continue to develop human intelligence alongside AI



● Empower schools and pupils to use AI appropriately

● Promote & provoke ethical considerations & debates

● Facilitate informed decision-making about AI powered tools

● Align with our educational philosophy and our goal of 
building children’s capacity

AI literacy will…



Developing & strengthening learning 
skills, instincts, abilities, emotional & 
intellectual resilience central to Human 
Intelligence.

All will be needed to thrive & adapt in a 
changing world.

     
   

We build capacity by… 



Human Intelligence is superior

Social & 
Emotional Intelligence

Feature of human dignity & 
meaning to life

Meta-cognitive Intelligence
Self awareness, reflection, 
self-regulation, monitoring

Meta-contextual 
Capacity to recognise & adapt to 

different contexts

Self-efficacy
Self belief in our abilities to aspire, 

set goals and achieve

All central to Upper School curriculum



WHAT IS PSB?



Member schools



PSB is not….
a syllabus or a curriculum

connected to the International Baccalaureate (IB) 
although similar focus on applied knowledge and 
skills



PSB
Pre-Senior Baccalaureate

Approach to teaching and learning with six core skills at its 
heart:

Thinking & Learning

Reviewing & Improving

Communicating

Independence

Collaboration

Leadership



It’s not just about the skills

• The knowledge content is still important and will remain so. 
This is the thinking and learning component.

• It is a readjustment to how we think about teaching and 
learning, making skills visible to pupils and having these skills 
at the forefront of planning & assessment 

• A tutorial system provides time for pupils to learn more about 
the core skills, reflect on their progress and allow for 
meaningful target setting and review.

• Provides opportunities for cross-curricular work



CORE 
LEARNING 

SKILLS
How are these  assessed?

The Learning Skills Grid shows what the core skills look like when 

applied to different areas of learning.  

This grid is tailored by Subject Leaders to different subject areas.

Year 8 pupils should be aware of what the skills are in each subject 

area and how to work towards developing them.
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CORE SKILL TYPE OF ASSESSMENT

Thinking and Learning

● Independence

● Collaboration

● Leadership

● performance to class / audience

● physical demonstration

● practical problem solving

● final finished project

● short project assessment (including 
use of digital media)

● oral presentation

● timed essay within class

● vocabulary / grammar / 
comprehension test

● end of topic test



CORE SKILL TYPE OF ASSESSMENT

Reviewing & Improving

● Independence

● Collaboration

● Leadership

● How classwork and prep is reviewed 
and improved individually (e.g. How 
pupil responds to teacher’s 
comments to improve)

● How well pupils collaborate to 
review and improve their work – 
peer assessment / group/team work

● Short project assessments (including 
use of digital media)

● Self-assessment



CORE SKILL TYPE OF ASSESSMENT

Communication

● Independence

● Collaboration

● Leadership

● quality of contribution to class 
discussion

● accuracy of explanations, using 
subject-specific vocabulary

● quality of written / oral / practical / 
digital work in:

○ class and prep

○ end of topic assessments

○ short project assessments

● self-assessment



Look at the 
Subject Parent 

pages



Pupils are assessed on their application of knowledge, subject skills 
and the core learning skills. 

PSB Levels & Criteria

Emerging Shows that encouraging progress is being made and, with continued 
focus and application, a secure knowledge, understanding and 
skill-set will be within grasp in time.

Expected Represents a very solid foundation of knowledge, understanding and 
skills on which to build in Year 9 en route to GCSE and beyond. 

Exceeding Represents a superior level of knowledge, understanding and skills in 
each subject that goes beyond the normal expectations of a pupil at 
the end of Year 8.

Exceptional Represents an exceptional level of attainment, taking account of 
thinking, learning, reviewing, improving and communicating, and is 
on a par with scholarship level attainment.



Assessment

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8

Week 2

Week 3 Star Reading 
Assessment CAT 4 CAT 4 CAT 4

Week 4 CAT 4 CAT 4 CAT 4 Star Reading 
Assessment

Star Reading 
Assessment

Week 7
Progress 

assessments in 
French (speaking 

and listening)

Week 10
Progress 

assessments in 
French (reading & 

writing)

Week 11
Progress 

assessments in 
French (speaking 

and listening)

Week 12
Progress 

assessments in 
English

Progress 
assessments in 

English

Progress 
assessments in 

English and 
Science

Progress 
assessments in 
English, Science 

and French 
(reading & writing)

Week 13
Progress 

assessments in 
Maths

Progress 
assessments in 

Maths

Progress 
assessments in 

Maths and 
English

Progress 
assessments in 

Maths and 
English

Progress 
assessments in 

Maths and 
English

Progress 
assessments in 

Maths and 
English

CAT4, Star Reading*, English, Maths, 
Science and French end of term formal 
assessments:



Maths Curriculum



Our aim

To ensure that all learners achieve a secure level of  understanding in 
Mathematics and become: 

• Confident in developing and using maths skills

• Independent learners

• Creative when problem solving 

• Fully prepared for their next stage and for life

Our teaching methodology stems from the desire to teach from first 
principles through concrete, pictorial and abstract approaches.                   



Year 7 Overview



Year 8 Overview



Firefly Parent Pages 

https://feltonfleet.fireflycloud.net/mathematics-1/mathematics-parent-pages-2/upper-school-mathematics/year-7-mathematics


Assessment

Please see Firefly pages for Knowledge Organisers, Revision Lists and Assessment 
Objectives

https://feltonfleet.fireflycloud.net/mathematics-1/mathematics-pupil-pages/upper-school-mathematics-assessment-1
https://feltonfleet.fireflycloud.net/mathematics-1/mathematics-parent-pages-2/upper-school-mathematics/upper-school-mathematics-assessment
https://feltonfleet.fireflycloud.net/mathematics-1/mathematics-parent-pages-2/upper-school-mathematics/upper-school-mathematics-assessment


Assessment
● All Year 7 & 8 pupils will take a mini assessment at the end of each unit of work.

● All Year 7 & 8 pupils will sit a CORE (calculator) paper at the end of each term. 

○ In addition, for some pupils, there is then an option to sit either:

■ a Foundation paper to give pupils the opportunity to show their understanding 

of the material with more straightforward questions (non calculator) or 

■ a Higher paper to give pupils the opportunity to tackle more challenging 

questions on the same material and to assess the additional, higher level, 

objectives in our scheme of learning (non calculator)

● The overall Maths grade at the end of year 8 will be an average of year 7 

and 8 end of term CORE papers (6 in total) with a weighting on 

assessments sat in year 8



English Curriculum



Our aim

To ensure academic rigour 

Promote a love of responding 
imaginatively and engagingly to literature.



Curriculum

• The literary focus emphasises the use of language, 
develops comprehension skills, fosters 
understanding and empathy, reflects culture, and 
deepens their appreciation of language.

• Pupils study a book per-term and writing outcomes 
stem from the text.



Curriculum & Assessment



Bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb

Curriculum & Assessment



Firefly Parent Pages 



TUTORIAL SYSTEM

● To develop the pupils’ understanding of the core skills and 
use them in fun and enjoyable activities

● To allow pupils to spend quality time 1:1 with their tutor, 
reviewing progress, articulate their learning and set targets

● To feed into the assessment and reporting procedures.

● To develop a habit of reflecting, reviewing and improving 
their work through a series of activities, including periodic 
online learning blog 
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PSPQ - Pre-Senior Project Qualification

The PSPQ is an essential requirement of the PSB and is 
expected to be undertaken during Year 8.

Seeks to develop the following skills:

independent & reflective learning, creative thinking, 
problem solving, self-management, structured writing, 
confident communication and use of technology.

● Senior schools are interested in this 
component.

● Links in to EPQs, which many senior 
schools run



PSPQ - Pre-Senior Project Qualification

Identify a question or brief which specifies an intended project outcome 

Produce a plan for how they will deliver their intended outcome 

Conduct research into the project brief using appropriate techniques 

Develop the intended outcome

Demonstrate the capacity to see a project through to completion 

Share the outcome of the project, including a review of their own learning 

and performance with others, using appropriate communication methods, 

such as a short video presentation 



PSPQ - Pre-Senior Project Qualification

● Project takes place at school

● The final project should be between 1,000 and 2,500 words. 

● Pupils are expected to keep a process log throughout the 
project containing a record of thoughts and decision making 
from start to finish, with a review and reflections on the 
process. 



PSPQ - AI in research

● Introduction to AI in Research

● Research Question Formulation

● Identifying Reliable Sources

● Balancing Research with AI

● Referencing and Citations



The Extended Projects are marked in four areas 

1. Project management 
2. Use of resources 
3. Developing and realising the project
4. Pupil’s self review. 

The overall mark is expressed as a percentage along with a corresponding 
grade as follows:

PSPQ - Pre-Senior Project Qualification

Pass 40 - 55
Merit 56 - 69
High Merit 70 - 79
Distinction 80 - 89
High Distinction 90+  

More information in 
the PSPQ is available 

on Firefly.

https://feltonfleet.fireflycloud.net/psb-tutorials/psb-for-pupils/year-8-pspq


PSPQ - sample projects

https://feltonfleet.fireflycloud.net/psb/psb-for-pupils/year-8-psb/example-ibooks


● Sent to Senior Schools end of Summer term
● Awarded in the final  Upper School Celebration Assembly. 

The Leavers Certificate will contain the following: 

● PSB Level Statements 

● PSPQ Extended Project result and report from PSPQ Supervisor  

● A Personal Review of the year written by the pupil

● Final report from the Form Tutor and Year Leader 

● Final report and supporting reference from the Headmistress.  

The Leavers Certificate



The Leavers Certificate



Senior School Scholarships

● Academic
● Sport
● Drama
● Music
● Art
● D & T
● All Round

Tips: 

Early engagement with the 
destination school 

Engage with us re viability

Check and prepare for the 
assessment

Gather references / sources (widely)



Senior School Scholarships - Timings

OCT JUL SEP

Charterhouse 
Sport

St John’s

MAR

Epsom College 
(All)

MAY

Brighton 
College 
Academic

Brighton 
College Music

JAN

YEAR EIGHT



• Potential co-curricular scholars are identified and supported in 
their preparation from end of Year 7 by Subject Leaders.

• Some senior school offer All Rounder Awards.
• Pupils submit work in advance and attend a scholarship 

assessment day at the senior school / attend assessment days. 
• Assessments in Y8 are in Spring & Summer terms of Year 8.
• Assessments in sport can be from Christmas / before 
• Usually rewarded with a fee reduction specific to the school 

and the significance of the scholarship award. 

Co-curricular Scholarships



Academic scholarship at 13+ is taught by subject specialists in 
tutorials. The learning is much broader, less prescriptive, and 
more open ended in terms of content. 

Scholarship offers high achieving pupils the opportunity to 
demonstrate higher order thinking skills by tackling a series of 
scholarship papers. 

Pupils are identified by Subject Leaders and prepared for 
academic scholarship from June of Year 7 onwards. 

13+ Academic Scholarships



Year 7 & 8 Curriculum Evening


